divinity. With all his madness, Al-Hakim
had gleams of intelligence and civic pride.
He beautified Cairo and laid the foun-
dation of Dar-ul-Hikma or the Hall of
Science in 1005 A.D. for the promotion of
Shiah theology, astronomy, lexicology,
grammar, poetry, criticism, law and medi-
cine, This luxurious establishment had a
magnificent library supplied from the royal
palaces and open to the public, where the
intelligentsia of Cairo and visitors from
abroad were invited to debate upon various
subjects. On the desert slopes of Makat-
tam, he built an observatory for astro-
logical and astronomical calculations.
Besides the Mosque of Al-Hakim he built
the Rishida Mosque and a belvedere on
the river bank.

the death of Al-
Hakim, Abul Hassan Ali az-Zahir, his
sixteen-year old son, was elected Khalifa
in 1021 A.D. but he was not a fit person
for the crisis which ensued after the
horrors of Al-Hakim's reign. Robberies,
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